Chair’s Report HXCC AGM, February 2026
Hello everyone,
What a fantastic year 2025 has been for Halifax Canoe Club! Our community has grown stronger, more adventurous, and more welcoming than ever. Here are some of the highlights:
Membership on the Rise
We’ve welcomed new members to the club, bringing fresh energy and ideas. It’s brilliant to see so many people discovering the joys of paddlesport and getting involved in club life.
Adventures on and off the Water
This year saw an increase in coached sessions and whitewater river trips, with something for everyone – from new to seasoned paddlers. A highlight is always the regular coached evening and weekend sessions, making it easier for members to fit paddling around their work or school commitments. These sessions are popular, and offer opportunities for skill development, confidence building, and socialising both on and off the water. It’s clear these sessions are a club favourite. 

My thanks to the coaches who have given up their evenings and weekends to organise these sessions, and to continually support you on the water.

It hasn’t all been about paddling this year—our social calendar has been just as lively! From river clean ups to relaxed post-paddle get-togethers to our ever-popular quiz night, there have been plenty of chances for members to connect away from the water. 

The quiz was a real highlight! Mike’s questions sparking friendly competition across the room, the raffle raised funds for the club and it was wonderful to see members, friends, and families all taking part. These social events have really helped strengthen our community spirit, offering a warm welcome, and giving everyone the chance to build friendships that last beyond the riverbank.

Oughtibridge Slalom Race
Our Oughtibridge slalom race, held over an action-packed weekend, was a huge success, raising over £800 for the club. The event was only possible thanks to our amazing volunteers, whose teamwork made everything run smoothly and created a fantastic atmosphere for people who visited from all over the UK. While the race was a success, it was a bit disappointing to see a reduced volunteer turn out compared to 2024’s race. 

I hope we can inspire more members to get involved in future events, as their support is truly invaluable—especially with the race returning in 2026. Whether you volunteer or give racing a go, your participation will make a real difference!

Sea Kayaking & Warley Moor
The sea kayaking group has been buzzing, with more trips, training, and new friendships. We’ve also made great use of our Warley Moor site, hosting coached sessions, training workshops and safety sessions. In 2026 I’d like to see an even greater use of Warley Moor – it’s a fantastic flat-water facility that has loads of potential!
Challenges & Improvements
We had to pause our pool sessions this year due as the site is out of action for long term maintenance. These sessions are valuable, not just to members, but as a source of income to the club. We are working hard to bring them back in 2026. 
We’re also making steady progress on meeting the Paddle UK’s standards of deployment in 2026. This is a complicated piece of work and involves a full review of our policies and procedures, and an update of our safety protocols.
New Membership System
Our current membership system hasn’t fared well, so we’ve decided to replace it in 2026. This will make the administration memberships and the management of events and trips much easier for users and administrators. 
Thank You!
A heartfelt thank you to every member, volunteer and coach. I’d like to make special mention of the committee’s commitment behind the scenes. They keep the club running smoothly, and they are driving the implementation of new policies and procedures to keep the club compliant with Paddle UK’s requirements.

Our coaches deserve special recognition for the countless hours they’ve invested, not only in leading sessions but also in maintaining their training and updating their safety and paddling knowledge. Their dedication ensures our activities remain safe, enjoyable, and progressive for everyone involved. 

Our supporters, whether helping at events or cheering from the riverbank, have also played an essential role in fostering the vibrant, welcoming community we all cherish. It’s your collective enthusiasm, support, and teamwork that make Halifax Canoe Club such a special place to belong.
Looking Ahead
Next year, we’re aiming for even more trips, continued coaching development, improvement to the facilities, and the return of pool sessions. Let’s keep growing, learning, and having fun together on the water!
Here’s to another great year at Halifax Canoe Club!
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